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UNITED STATES OF: AMERICA VS SAZAE CHIUMA 


) 


1, The attached record of trial of Sazae Chiuma at Yokohama, 
Japan from 29 July 1948 to 30 July 1948 by a Military Commission 
appointed by paragraph 1, Special Orders No 159, Headquarters 

Eighth Army, dated 15 July 1948, having been referred to the Staff 

Judge Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the Command- 

ing General. % uae Oe 

a  (Pergonal Data Concerning Accused 

NAME:'-fazae Chiuma DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 1 June 1948 
AGE:. 37: °° DATE OF ARRAIGNHENT: 29 July 1948 | 
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RESIPENCE: Kagoshima-ken, Aira- PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama ,. Japan 


' gun, Higashi Kokubu-mura . PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 194 
MARITAL STATUS: -Married y . to 30 July 1948 . 

RELATIVES: Father and Mother -\ ° DATE OF SENTENCE: CHL. for ten 
EDUCATION: Junior. High school (10) yeéars- .- . ; 


VOCATION:. None @ . CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED-BY-COMMIS..-:*- 









MILITARY CARBER: ‘Imperial Japanese. SION: No -: -*= : 
_ ++ Nayy, from.1930.to'-1944, highest -": - ee eee Less mee : 
~ << Yawk‘attained - Ensign ~~ Pee ea eee eg ee 
ee et 
Tg epee abet eam k ae sa) Fee PS a ate tel * 
2. “Synépsis of Charges, Pleas, Ejndings anc Legal Sufficigney~.--<* -* 
A a id iret ote oo Legally. , 
Charge and Specifacations~ - Pleas *-Findings ~° Sifstained--* - 
- Charge: ‘Accused, at the time ang G G -- = Yes 
. Place set forth in the specifica= «+ ei ees - ¢, 
tions.and during.a time of war - ar ate, r 
between the United States of Amer- ~~ : 
ica, its Allies‘and Dependencies, ; 
and Japan, cid violate the Laws 
and Customs of War.- es 
Specification 1: At or near Ken- NG G Yes 


jari, Celebes, Netherlands East (see par 3a 
Indies, on or about 24 November of this review.) 
1944, accused did wrongfully and 

unlawfully kill one unidentified 

American, a member of the armed 

forces of the United States of 

America, by striking him with e 

sword, | ee) ; 


Specification 2: On or about NG G " Yes 
24 November 1944, accused did 
wrongfully and unlawfully order 
and direct Toshio Mitani, Iso- 
kichi Yamamoto, Yoshitaka Ogawa. ® 
and Tooru tanaka, all members. of 
the Imperial Japanese Navy, under 
his command, te kill four uhidenti- 
fied Americans, all members of > 
the armed forces of the United 
, States of America and who were 
then prisoners of war, by-strik+ 


ing them with swords. Sa bes 
‘ . (p 1 of 2_, Chiuma Case No 34@L: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/005 


sae Se Be Fe: 









: me ‘} 4 x TRE Ae aw hi 
Summa y_of the Evidence ee 
as For the Prosecution} 


ui As to S ecifications 1 and 2: Nine American fliers were 
shot’ down by anti-aireratt in Celebes Island, Netherlands East 


Indies, early in October’ 1944. The accused, as the ranking non- 
commissioned officer, was ig charge of a squad detailed to execute 
five of these fliers. He, personally decapitated the first vietim 
and was'in charge of the decapitation of four others, The accused 
pleaded guilty to specification 1, in that he personally decapitated 
one flier (Record and Exhibits). His guilty plea was limited and 


is treated as a not euilty plea in this review. 


ak nti a The accused “declined to take the stand to testify in 
his own behalf, except for purposes of identification. 


= 44. Opinion: 


_/| The Regord is legally sufficient to support the findings of: 
the Commission. ‘The allegations. set forth in the charge and in both 
specifications were substantiated by ample and competent evidence.The 


sonmission was constituted by proper authority and had jurisdiction. 
of the accused and of the offenses alleged, 2 


- (The fact that the accused’ réceived a lenient sentence is 
arobably based on paragraph 5d, (4) letter SCAP, 5 December 1945, 
vyherein it is stated ar’ order from a superior may be considered “in 
nitigations _ e.. Up dan eee bora) al aa rea oe SERN ci pte ate Ln 
Bk abe - The, complete record shows that the accased-had a fair trial - 
=. and 5 ably -represented by competent ceungel.. A careful scrutiny - =_ . 
bees? the entire record fails, to_disclasewany @rror whach injurtously.° +...) 
iffeeted the isukgtantYal rights" of the accuged in any-respect. — . 
she eVidertoe suppérts the findings. There is no evidence “that the + -.€ -*- 
=." cused. was not sané at“the time the alleged acts were committed . 
“ind atvthe time of trials _— ; Soy uh ee the Dee of Tea o) = 
Re yak ew a ke SP SpE) bye ae ieee me: 
- “B.. -Recommendationsy eet ; AS ES 5 
A a ene daeR ee ee hp fe Pes hey nee . Oe fab eee es eetiberg 
- ~  .There Bre no letters of clemency from. ahy “member ‘of the * 
Jommission or from others..- — J ee EZ 


«Phe Commission sentenced the accused to confinement: at hard 
bor for ten (10) years, . The sentence is legal. 
-.. «4 Accused was confified 1 June 1948, went to trial 29 July 
948, avid- was sentenced 30-July 1948. It is recornmended that the 
entence be-approved. Sugatio Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan is the 
roper-place of confinement. i i 


“6. Action: | 
A form of action designed to carry the above recommendation 
nto- effect is attached. - 3 


PAUL E.. SPURLOCK 
. Reviewer BE yes 
. Judge Advocate Section 


ip ier 
I concur ih general. 
\ 


ALLAN R. BROWNE 
Lt Colonel JAGD 
Army Judge Advocate 


fi, eee? 
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